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IMPROPER MOWING & WATERING

MISTAKE:
Yes, can mow your lawn wrong.  An improperly-mowed lawn can quickly hurt 
your curb appealand even damage your lawn. As some experts explain, mowing 
grass in the same direction, day in and day out, can “mat down the turf and 
inhibit growth.” 

Vary the pattern in which you mow encourages growth and reduces wear. You’ll 
also avoid missing or mowing over the same spots.

Cutting too much or too little of the grass blade is also a very common mistake 
that will hurt your lawn. It’s a common myth that cutting the grass shorter 
means you have to mow it less. That’s actually not the case, and you can do 
more harm than good.

You only want to cut about one-third of the grass blade.  Cut too little off and 
those tiny clippings make natural nitrogen as they decompose in the soil —a 
bad thing for plants trying to grow. If you scalp the lawn, it could result in a bare 
patch, which could make it too inviting for insects and/or susceptible to disease.

Cut too much at once and the grass can stress out, leaving it withered, drab-
looking, flat and open for weather damage. 

SOLUTION:
The key is to cut the lawn different lengths throughout the year. During the 
summer, the lawn needs a little more shade, so let the blades grow just a little 
bit more. That way the water doesn’t evaporate so quickly. During the winter, 
cut it a little bit shorter so that the sunlight can actually get into the soil.

And let’s not forget the issue of overwatering your landscape plants and grass.

A lot of homeowners make the mistake of over-watering. Most lawns just need 
about an inch of a water per week.  They also fail to properly water each unique 
and different zone in their yard.  Trees require much less frequent watering 
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COLOR CHAOS

MISTAKE:
Don’t make the all too common mistake of installing hardscape materials that 
clash. The color of your plants should complement the color of your front path, 
hardscape features, roof and front door. Too often homeowners buy plants 
that completely clash with your home colors.  This creates a distracting and 
chaotic scene in your yard.

The difficult part is when you walk thru the nursery or garden center, rarely are 
you thinking about the other colors in your yard.  You are only thinking about 
how bright and vibrant this plant in your hand looks.  It’s tough to picture all the 
colors in your yard and how new plants may work, or clash, with your existing 
plants.

Unfortunately, mismatched color schemes will kill your curb appeal and create 
a messy look.

SOLUTION:
When you’re designing a planting scheme, pick a limited palette and stick 
to it. Silver, blue,and purple plants go very well together for instance. While 
rainbow colors in full bloom look utterly tempting at the nursery, they can be as 

than grass.  Full sun areas require deeper watering than shady zones.  Hillsides 
require shorter but more frequent watering to ensure the water properly soaks 
in and isn’t wasted as run-off.  
You get the idea.  Watering isn’t a one-size fits all type technique.  Different 
watering schedules are required for a healthy lawn.

The best time of day to water the lawn (and usually any plant) is early morning 
so it has all day to dry. Purchasing a Skydrop Smart Sprinkler Controller (we’d 
be remiss not to use this opportunity for shameless plug) will automatically 
create optimal watering schedules and times for you based on real-time 
weather data.  This ensures you’re not over or under-watering your landscape 
and stressing out your plants.
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jarring as a slash of too-red lipstick after you get them home.  Think of this like 
planning your wedding…stick to one color theme and build around it.

A good rule is to pick a three-color palette (plus white-flowering plants as an 
accent).

Limit the number of materials you use and when laying brick or stone in a 
pattern, remember that quieter is almost always better. For example, bluestone 
pavers laid in a simple running bond pattern create a soothing backdrop to 
allow plants to steal the show.

Potted plants are accessories and, as with clothing accessories, less is usually 
more. You wouldn’t wear diamond earrings, a turquoise necklace, an emerald 
flower brooch, and a jangling charm bracelet together. Or for men, wearing 
shorts with a tie, cufflinks and large gold chain.  Nor should you group together 
mismatched pots of different styles and random sizes. 

Create a group of two or three pots of similar colors, materials, and size (in 
general, the bigger the better) for harmony. When choosing container plants, 
redundancy is good. If you repeat a particular plant in each pot, you will create 
a visual refrain to make containers look purposeful. When in doubt, plant an 
evergreen shrub such as boxwood to give containers a strong silhouette.

PLANTING BIG

MISTAKE:
It’s tempting to buy the biggest plants available to make your landscape appear 
more mature,or cram a lot of plants into a small space to fill it up.  Especially 
if you’re relying on trees or hedges for privacy.  But the cost of impatience is 
pricey.

Smaller plants in a 1-gallon pot cost approximately $5 versus a slightly larger 
plant in a 5-gallon pot that costs 3x as much!  Mature potted plants can cost 
upwards of $60 and $70.  Mature trees can cost hundreds of dollars.  However, 
after two or three years you won’t see a difference.   Your wallet will take a big 
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hit for buying too big of plants that could be spent on additional landscaping 
improvement projects.

Larger plants also require greater care, pruning and attention.  They can quickly 
become overgrown and take up more space than you planned.  This leads us to 
our next mistake in landscaping, but buying bigger plants can often cause your 
landscape to become cluttered and messy looking.

SOLUTION:
If you’re feeling motivated to try your green thumb start growing plants 
from seedlings over the winter. Sprout them in old egg cartons, damp paper 
towels or other inexpensive methods.  Otherwise, shop for smaller seedlings 
immediately when they arrive at your garden center in the spring.  These can 
usually be purchased for a few dollars per six-pack.  Keep them inside and let 
them grow while you wait for the last frost to pass.

For trees or shrubs, purchase the smaller pot sizes for a fraction of the price.  
They will grow quickly, and as mentioned above in a few years you won’t be 
able to tell the difference.  Remember to give them plenty of room to grow and 
spread out.  Develop a master plan and drawing of how you’d like your overall 
landscape to look.  This will give your yard a clean and concise visual appeal of a 
professional landscaper for a fraction of the cost. 

Homeowners often fail to realize the cost of landscaping, and on average will 
run 30% more than originally estimated.  It’s easy to over spend for instant 
results.  Buying smaller plants and letting them fill in will give you a beautiful 
curb appeal at a huge savings!  Maybe enough for that pool you’ve always 
wanted.

OVER CROWDING
MISTAKE
Plants grow.  Repeat that over and over until it’s drilled into your head.  It’s so 
easy to ignore proper spacing requirement for plants in order to avoid bare 
spots.  You’ve spent the money, and you immediately want your landscape to 
look beautiful and mature.  But if you do, your garden and planting beds will 
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be too crowded, forcing you to pull those beautiful plants you just paid good 
money for out. 

Planting too close together is simply wasting time and money.  Not to mention, 
can quickly look cluttered and overgrown.  It’s OK to see open spots and space 
between your plants.  It allows each one to get more sun and grow quickly.

SOLUTION: 
Master plan your landscape on paper first to see how all your plants will fit 
together.  Draw the full sizes of each plan to get a better idea of how much 
they’ll overlap.  It doesn’t take long for plants to reach maturity and become full 
size.  Properly planning your planting (tongue twister) will save you from having 
to move them later, or worse pull them out and waste all that money you just 
spent on them.

Next, carefully follow the spacing requirements listed on each plant tag.  The 
same advice your 1st grade teacher you is still true today – follow directions.  
Each plant tag gives a full size measurement.  Ask your local garden shop for 
planting tips if you aren’t sure how big or quickly a plant may grow. 

Take two stakes, string and a measuring tape to draw out in your garden how 
large these plants will actually grow.  Measure the string to the correct radius 
(half the total plant diameter), tie a stake to each end of the string, place one 
stake in the middle where you want the plant to go, then pulling the string tight 
make a circle in the dirt with the other stake.  This is how big your plant will 
grow.  Before planting, do this for each plant to visualize how they will overlap.  
Is it too close?  Move them further apart.

Pay attention to your specific climate and growing zone.  This is important 
because temperature, humidity, rain, wind, and sunlight affect plant growth 
(obviously) and you’ll need to plant in areas best suited for the plant variety 
you choose. Plants must be able to survive the average high and average low 
temperatures for the region.  Select plants that will all grow well, versus some 
that may not grow quickly if they are out of their comfort zone.  Use the USDA 
Plant Hardiness Zone Map to choose plants that are right for your yard, keeping 
in mind that microclimates within your yard can also exist.  This will ensure your 
plants are growing as you planned.

Once plants to start to grow there will always be off shoots.  Prune and trim 
plants appropriately to get consistent growth and proper shape.  Again, your 
local garden center staff is very helpful if you’re 
unsure how to best trim plants.
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FORGETTING THE SEASONS
MISTAKE:
How does your house look when all the leaves have fallen, or plants have died 
for the winter?Are people looking straight into your once covered windows?  
Are dead vines wrapping your house, making it appear abandoned or like 
something out of a horror film?  

Every garden looks beautiful in the summer, but few homeowners consider 
how their landscape looks year round. How does your yard look all 52 weeks of 
the year?  Don’t make the mistake of limiting your plant choices to spring and 
early summer bloomers only. Roses, irises, and peonies are beautiful choices 
to plant, but you can’t rely entirely on them for color. Consider plants that look 
good year-round such as evergreen shrubs and trees with interesting bark 
and perennial grasses, which can turn into gorgeous colors and textures in the 
winter.

Spring and summer receive most of our attention when it comes to planting. 
Unfortunately, it’s easy to forget to plant for fall or winter.  If you aren’t planning 
your landscape for year round interest, then you’re making a big mistake.

SOLUTION:
Plan your garden with regard to all of the seasons, not just one or two. When 
you go to a nursery or plant yard, look at more than just what’s in season at 
the time. Various flowers bloom at certain times of the year. If you’ve got a 
lot of plants that are blooming in the spring, remember you’ll need off setting 
bloomers for the fall to fill out your foliage and provide vibrant colors. Select 
plants that complement each other, have staggered blooming cycles and look 
good in the winter and in the spring.

Select your color palette before settling with a design. You want to know which 
colors work well together and with the color of your home. Keep in mind that 
too much color can overpower a design and your home. 

Start with a color that complements your house, your home’s trim or its front 
door, and add accent colors that harmonize. You need to contrasting colors to 
avoid a mono-chromatic or monotonous theme.
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Fall and Spring hold enormous promise for those landscaping enthusiasts 
willing to plan for it. Don’t miss out on the colors offered by autumn’s bounty 
or springs energy!  The winter season is even more neglected by most 
homeowners, and they are missing an enormous opportunity.  Especially in 
the northern states, it is precisely in wintertime that your landscape décor 
can stand out the most in a drab neighborhood and offer the most visually 
appealing colors. 

Consider a few of these plants fall vibrance -

• Witch Hazel
• Forsythia Bushes
• Lilacs
• Rose of Sharon
• Fothergilla Bushes
• Oakleaf Hydrangea
• Red Twig Dogwood
• Holly Shrubs
• Gold Mops
• Hard Hibiscus

For winter landscapes choose plants with the following characteristics.  Your 
local garden center or nursery can help you select the correct plants for your 
landscape -

• Contains colorful berries that attract birds
• Catches snow in its wide branches
• Appears to have twisting branches or an interesting structure
• Has colorful bark or unusual textures
• Evergreen foliage

Here are some specific plants that are interesting and visually appealing in the 
winter to give your landscape added color –

• Christmas holly shrubs
• Red twig dogwood or red osier dogwood
• Plume grass
• Bayberry 
• Cranberrybush viburnum
• Winterberry holly
• Birch trees
• Yew shrubs
• Canadian hemlocks
• Viking black chokeberry
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REFUSING TO BURY YOUR DEAD

MISTAKE:
Nothing wrecks curb appeal faster than rows of dead or dying shrubs and 
perennials. Get in the practice of quickly removing your dearly departed 
landscaping from your yard.  Plants that lived their natural lives are excellent 
for a compost pile.  

Expert Tip: grind them first, they’ll decompose faster. Only compost healthy 
plants.  If your landscaping succumbed to disease or infestation, it’s best to 
inter them in black plastic bags, then add to the trash.

SOLUTION:
If you haven’t built a compost bin for your yard yet it’s an easy weekend project.  
You can also purchase a wide variety of composting bins in different sizes and 
styles to blend right in with your landscape.

This will give you a quick and specific place to throw your used plants.  Using 
garden sheers or plant trimmers, you can make quick work of clipping dead 
stalks and limbs.  Dead-head flowers and other perennials that call for it.  Also 
deposit your grass clippings, plant based food scraps and raked brown leaves 
in the same compost bin for fantastic results.  Some quick online research will 
give you a plethora of composting information and practices.

Making your own compost is probably the simplest way to ensure high quality 
compost and save some money. It’s really not as complicated as you may think: 
The many commercial composting bins and containers on the market make it a 
mess-free and hassle-free process.

Expert Composting Tip: Rich compost typically requires a 25:1 ratio of brown to 
green organic materials. Leaves, wood scraps, plant stems, saw dust, paper and 
straw are all considered brown material.  Grass clippings, food scraps, and hay 
are considered some of the green material.  

That means for great compost you want a lot of brown material to green 
material.  The more spent plant clipping and leaves you can put in there, the 
better.  Cover your compost bin and keep it in the shade for nutrient rich 
material you can use in your garden year after year.
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CRACKING CONCRETE & FENCES

MISTAKE:
The opposite of curb appeal is a house with a cracked concrete path, peeling 
paint, and a dented mailbox. Go stand in the street, face your house, and look 
at it with a critical eye. Do you have peeling paint, faded colors, need new house 
numbers? Need a glossy coat of paint on the front door? A new gate latch? 
Those are easy fixes that make a big impact.

A quick trip to your home store and a few dollars can make a big impact on 
your home’s visual appeal.  

Do you have retaining walls that are falling apart?  Are fences leaning over, 
fading, unpainted or falling down?  Dilapidated features can be an ugly eye sore 
and take away from the beauty of your plants.  These may also be a simple 
repair job or require the help of a licensed contractor, but the benefit of shoring 
up your landscapes physical structures can pay big dividends.

SOLUTION:
Take pictures of your yard from all angles – front, side and back.  Look at them 
with a critical eye, or even better ask a friend (preferably not a neighbor) to 
highlight all the areas that look in disrepair or need improvement.  

Most repair projects are probably DIY and all the supplies can be found at your 
home store. Professionals are waiting to help give any advice needed, and let’s 
be honest…any excuse to rent a big piece of equipment is fun.

For the bigger projects that may require new retaining walls, concrete repair, or 
other major issues consult with a licensed contractor to do the job.  They’ll get 
it done quickly and correctly.  If you’re not sure who to hire, there are plenty of 
websites that specialize in pairing you with the right contractor.  

If larger repairs are needed, take this opportunity to update and really improve 
your hardscape features. Research what others have done, look at pictures 
online, and create a master plan for what you’d like your landscape to look like.  
You can use the project to not only clean up your curb appeal, but become the 
envy on the block.
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BONUS: PEELING PAINT & UGLY SIDING

MISTAKE:
Drab siding can put a dent in your home’s curb appeal. Peeling paint, damaged 
siding or fading colors dramatically affect your home’s curb appeal.  No amount 
of beautiful plants will distract the eye from the ugly materials behind it.

Don’t forget the garage doors and window frames either!  Broken, dented and 
dirty garage doors are a huge eyesore.  Homeowners often fail to realize that a 
unique and beautiful garage door can really tie together with the home design 
and add value to your property.

If the door is a large slab of vinyl or lackluster steel, it’s probably time for an 
upgrade. Popular trends are leaning towards the carriage house look.  If that’s 
a little out of the price range, a coat of glaze can dress the door up, as can paint 
or power-washing the exterior.

SOLUTION:
When determining if your siding just needs a simple facelift or replacing, take a 
peek and see if there’s well-preserved wood underneath. You can remove the 
siding, repair the old wood, and/or try a new coat of paint. Replacing the siding 
with fiber cement siding, which can look like real wood, is also an option.

Avoid bold colors. Bubblegum pink may be your thing, but chances are most 
buyers won’t dig it. In general, homeowners are drawn to neutral colors like 
blue, light brown, beige and gray. When selecting a new color, keep in mind 
what your neighbors have chosen and make sure it complements your home’s 
landscaping and hardscaping.

Not only will your neighbors thank you, but all of the color in your plants will 
really pop against the new background.  Carefully planned color palettes as 
discussed above will ensure your entire landscape colors work well together 
and are visually appealing. Create a master color plan and stick to it.


